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10:30

10:45

14:00

14:30

Nikita Lin (ITAS, Karlsruhe)
Artistic Assessment of Synthetic Biology

Coffee Break

Lunchtime-Keynote

Walther Ch. Zimmerli (IAS TUM, HU Berlin)

Witnessing the Great Al Summer: The Role of
Narratives and Myths

Lunch

Conceptual Approaches and Alternatives
— Historical and Current Perspectives Il

Elli Danae Vartziotis (University of Athens)
Evaluating Existential Risk/Threats: Institutional
Approaches and Criteria

Juni von Moreau (KU Leuven)

Liberation Technology: A Loose Concept With
Strong Implications for Technology Assessment

Final Round of Discussion

Optional Tour Deutsches Museum (1,5h)

ORGANIZATION

Sebastian Teupe

Judith Kretschmar

Séren Windeler

Gesellschaft fir Unternehmensgeschichte e.V.
Friedrichstrale 34

60323 Frankfurt am Main

Phone +49 69/972033 14

Email  info@unternehmensgeschichte.de

EVENT LOoCATION

Deutsches Museum in Munich
Room: Seminarraum Forschung 1
Museumsinsel 1

80538 Minchen

DIRECTIONS

S-Bahn: Isartor or Rosenheimer Platz (accessible, but relatively steep
hill down to the Deutsches Museum)

Tram: Line 17, Deutsches Museum

Bus: Line 132, Corneliusbriicke or Lines 52 and 62, Baaderstrafie
U-Bahn: Lines 1 and 2, Fraunhoferstraf3e

Please register until May 28th, 2026 using the following link:
https://unternehmensgeschichte.de/public/IntilWorkshopVDI

Please note that we have only limited room capacity.
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Foto: 30 x 60-?000 Full S.c-ule Tunnel (c) NASA

JoINnT-WorksHoP GUG anD VDI

«... NEVER NEUTRAL: PRACTICES,

CONCEPTS AND METHODS OF EVALUATING
TecHNOLOGY OVER THE LAST 50 YEARS»

MUNICH
181H AND 1971H JUNE 2026

in cooperation with

VDI




13:30

14:00

15:00

THurspAay, 18TH JUNE 2026

Welcome and Introduction

Suzana Alpsancar (Paderborn University, VDI)
Sebastian Teupe (GUG)
Heike Weber (TU Berlin, VDI)

Presentations

Historical Perspectives on Institutional
Developments

Dirk Scheer, Armin Grunwald, Bettina-Johanna
Krings, Andreas Lésch (ITAS, Karlsruhe)

Back to the Roots: Revealing the Conceptual
Development of TA in Germany

Axel Zweck (RWTH Aachen University, VDI)

From Technology Assessment to Innovation and
Technology Analysis: Shifting Socio-Technical
Evaluation Practices at VDI (1980-Present)

Business History Perspectives on TA

Sebastian Knoll-Jung (University of Bamberg)

Supervised Research: Accompanying Research in
the Humanization of Working Life Program between
Political Conflict and Testing Ground for
Technology Evaluation

16:00

16:30

Sabine Pitteloud (UniDistance Suisse)

Role of Business Associations in Shaping the
Concept of «Best Available Technology»

Coffee Break
Case Studies

Andreas Liesenfeld (Radboud University
Nijmegen)

European Al: The Old Continent’s New Struggle for
Digital Sovereignty and the Evolving Practice of
Technology Assessment

Sabine Loewe-Hannatzsch (IZT gGmbH)

Evaluating Radar Technology: Perceptions and
Debates about its Benefits and Risks

Elisabeth Timm (University of Minster)

Shop Floor Genetics: How Popular Genealogical
Practices Became the Blind Spot of Post-Genomic
Technology Assessment

Jergen Burchardt (Middelfart Museum)

When Standards Arrive Too Late: Technology
Assessment in Accelerated Innovation Domains

19:00

20:30

09:00

Opening Talk and Discussion

Kurt Detzer (Munich)

1936-2026: Ninety Years of Technical Develop-
ment and Assessment from a Personal Perspective

Plenary Discussion from a Contemporary
Witness-Perspective

Joint Dinner

FripaY, 19TH JUNE 2026

Conceptual Approaches and Alternatives
— Historical and Current Perspectives |

Franziska Sérgel (ITAS, Karlsruhe)

Evaluating Technology Otherwise: Emotions,
Reflexive Impact, and the Moral Economies of
Assessment since the 1970s

Claus Seibt (Basel Insitute for futures oriented
collective intelligence and critical technology
evaluation)

Technology Futures in Shaping or Making? The
Emergence of Forward-Looking Technology
Assessment Practices from a Recent Historical
Perspective




